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To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing to categorically state my objection, as the Imam of Bournemouth Islamic Centre 
representing the local Muslim community, to renewing the licence of the entertainment venue 
'Temptations' in Yelverton Rd.  
 
The location is unsuitable as it is near to our place of worship, we have a growing population with 
over 500 people attending for prayers during the weekday and an established Saturday school and 
out of school activities at weekends, weekday evenings and school holidays for primary and 
secondary school age children. Please formally note this objection as this venue is in an unsuitable 
location as there are worshippers and children nearby. 
 
 

3 

Temptation Club, Yelverton Road, Bournemouth. 

 
I write to object to the renewal of the sexual entertainment licence for the above premises on 
the basis that this area of the town is not a suitable location for a sexual entertainment 
venue, given the changes to the resident profile and the significant cultural change that has 
place in this area. Furthermore the activities of this club are not compatible with the core 
values of BCP’s big plan - Community, Children and Culture.  
 
Since this venue became Club Temptation we have seen an extraordinary campaign by the 
club to encourage men to engage with a variety of sexual services. Distributed leaflets are 
strewn across the streets, pornography and sex services promoted, a window display that 
shows women in compromising positions, topped off with reports of a scantily dressed 
female shouting across the street to men passing by asking if they want to come inside and 
see some pussy.  
 
To say this isn’t acceptable is an understatement. It would not be acceptable anywhere, but 
this is right the heart of Bournemouth town centre; an area where new families are living with 
children, where female students are residing, where professional couples are moving in and 
an area that is undergoing a cultural metamorphosis. 
 
These new residents are moving here because its convenient, there is a growing café 
culture and the adjacent Beale Place is now a performance and event space for shoppers 
and families. 
 
There is a growing demand from new residents to live in the town centre with its access to 
the beach, gardens, shops, festivals and events. In this locality culture is right outside their 
door, as are restaurants and café’s. Imagine their surprise when they discover, just round 
the corner, (or even worse opposite) there is a venue that trades sexual services.  
 



Members of the licensing committee, who must do the right thing for nearby residents, 
should ask themselves if they would be happy living in this locality with a strip club on their 
doorstep, having moved to what they believe to be is culturally vibrant, safe and welcoming 
town centre? Would any parent want their child kept awake by someone yelling about pussy 
to passers by, or to find out that their daughter who has gone to University in the area has 
found herself living in the locality of a strip club. What might go through one’s head in terms 
of her safety? What does it say about the area?  
 
Just three years ago this Council invested £600K in the redevelopment of Beale Place. The 
area is now pedestrianized, with seating and attractive foliage to transform the area into a 
welcoming space for shoppers, businesses, visitors and workers to enjoy. 
 
In July 2019 BCP Council celebrated with a two days festival of entertainment, suitable for 
families, which included music, performance and award winning children’s entertainment. It 
was a very clear message that the vision for this location, which has no nightclubs, was to 
develop the area as a destination underpinned by the creation of public space. 
 
Of course just a short while later the world was hit with a pandemic, where businesses had 
to close their doors and everyone had to stay indoors for safety. However, in May last year 
we were able to continue the journey, pursuing what was originally Bournemouth Council’s 
aspiration of developing this locality as a destination for retail, dining and events.  
 
During the summer of 2021 this area hosted Marvellous Markets - traditional artisan style, 
themed with entertainment. Festival Coast Live, which is BCP’s new big summer events 
programme, had regular events here and the Christmas Tree Wonderland experience was 
extended from the lower gardens and Bournemouth Square up Christchurch Road and 
through Beale Place. 
 
And that will happen this year and next and the year after that because this is a place to 
enjoy, to dwell, to shop, to eat and to enjoy culture. But it will be bigger with new attractions 
and events. This location is part of the growing cultural ecosystem of the heart of 
Bournemouth. 
 
In this heart we have a world class contemporary art gallery run by an international artist, the 
prestigious Ivy restaurant is moving into the former New look site, AUB have purchased the 
Palace Theatre in nearby Hinton Road and are planning further cultural development to 
complete the circle and the new vision for the former Beales store is currently in pre 
application, attracting more new residents to the area. 
 
I can also reveal that a major art installation that has never been to Europe is coming later 
this year as the central theme of the soon to be launched Art Month, with an expanded Arts 
by the Sea as the grand finale.  There will be cultural activities and performances throughout 
the heart of the town and in this locality.  
 
This area has been completely reshaped with a new identity as a destination where workers, 
residents and visitors can enjoy spending time and families can dine in restaurants and 
enjoy events daytime through to evening.  
 
The tangible change of this location has also inspired new hospitality to move in, creating 
local jobs and visitor experiences. Five new café’s have opened in the area, with a new 
restaurant and food outlet in Yelverton Road.  
 
Club Temptation and the lad culture it represents and attracts is now completely out of place 
in an area that has undergoing such a dramatic transformation that its very existence is 



undermining the cultural ambition and investment we have made in this location and it is 
incompatible in such close proximity to children.  
 
I am therefore asking the committee to acknowledge the significant change to this area and 
recognise that this type of venue is completely unsuitable for this location and to not renew 
their SEV license. 
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Objection 
 
I wish to object to the SEV license renewal Temptation Reference: 197212 
 
Changes to the area.  
 
Many new cafés and eateries have opened in close proximity to the venue, creating a more family 
geared atmosphere 

 
 
There has been a determined effort to bring student housing away from family housing in the 
suburbs and instead to purpose-built Student accommodation. These include the following built in 
recent years In addition to many already in existence. 
 
Skyline 430 beds 
Belaton 403 beds 
Bailey point 550 beds 
Oxrord point 468 beds 
Cranborne House 500 beds 
Purbeck House 500 beds 
Chresil house 200 beds 
St Peters hall 102 beds 
 



Students have told me how they hate walking past SEV’s at night as they are intimidated. 
Bournemouth Central ward has the highest number of Violence and sexual offences in BCP, and also 
the highest number of antisocial behaviour. Both of these rates are twice the level of the next 
highest ward. A quarter of the population of the ward are young women 
 
A concerned teacher has told me that increasingly many children from the local primary school live 
above shops in close proximity to this venue and therefore have seen the window display including 
sexualised poses of women, links to porn sites and can hear the lewd language shouted at night and 
see flyer litter in the mornings.  
 
Fitness of applicant 
 
The applicant has shown their inability to be a fit person to run such a club as they have not had any 
regard for safeguarding. Examples are that they decorated the window with sexualised subservient 
images of women, they advertised porn sites in their window at eye level, they have given out flyers 
in the area with such material too. They have had their dancers outside touting shouting lewd 
propositions.  
 
For each of these issues it has taken a resident complaint for the club to act and stop or remove 
material. This shows that the operator has a poor understanding of what is appropriate and needs 
constant monitoring.  

 
Sex discrimination 
 
The club states that women cannot enter the club unless accompanied by a male or in a group. I ask 
the committee to be curious about why this is the case. Is it not safe? I suspect that it is not lawful to 
exclude women in this way – what is the justification? 



 
Toilets 
 
I have been informed by a dancer at the club that the toilets have no doors.  
 
Other notes 
 
It is not easy to find details of SEV renewals. I suggest to the committee they try this for themselves 
via the website. Even when the application is found, and an interested party must email licensing to 
see the original license. 
 
It is very difficult to find out from the notice if the applicant has other venues and if these have had 
issues. I suggest that the committee need full transparency with SEV applications.  
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To whom it may concern 
 
Due to the number of young families living in very close proximity to this venue I object to the 
renewal of this license.  
 
It is extremely easy to shut an SEV on the grounds of INAPPROPRIATE LOCALITY which the 
committee has full discretion to do. This SEV, like all your others, is in an inappropriate locality, 
according to your own policy. SEVs have no legal recourse to challenge such a decision except via the 
High Court which is extremely difficult to do (closure on these grounds has, I understand, never been 
successfully challenged by an SEV). 
 
All the committee need do is ‘give due regard’ to the fact that the club currently holds a license and 
then clearly state its reasons for not licensing this year. This reason can simply be that the 
committee has looked with ‘fresh eyes’ (as it is charged to do under SEV legislation) and no longer 
believes the locality is appropriate. 
 
I would further remind the committee that: 
 
- There does not need to have been any CHANGE in locality in order to refuse to relicense 
 
- There does not need to be any EVIDENCE of harm/impact or anything else in order to refuse to 
relicense 
 
For all these reasons, I ask you NOT to relicense this strip club. And ensure all its lap dancers are 
supported out of the sex industry practically and emotionally – including in finding safe, alternative 
work. The council has an absolute duty to do this 
 


